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APPENDIX 1  

PROTOCOL FOR COLLECTING FAECAL SAMPLES FOR FAECAL EGG COUNTS 

EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES: 
• Ziploc or sealable sandwich bags 
• Ice packs and styrofoam cooler if need to ship to lab 
• Disposable gloves and lubricant (if taking samples from the rectum) 
• Sharpie black pen (for identifying samples) 
• Form on which to record: date samples collected; from which group of animals; from which pasture; age of animals 

sampled; total number of individual samples collected 

SAMPLE COLLECTION 

• Collect 8-10g fecal samples (for lambs or kids 10 to 15 fecal 
pellets and from adults, 6 to 8 fecal pellets) from each of 10 to 
15 different animals that are representative of their group (e.g. 
nursing lambs; weaned kids; pregnant ewes) or pasture.   

• Don’t mix samples from different groups or pastures.  
• The simplest way to collect samples is from the ground.  Close 

the animals in a clean pen or crowd into a clean corner of the 
pasture, leave them for 15 minutes, release the group and then 
collect the feces from the ground. 

• You can also purposely collect from specific animals.  The best 
way is to put on a glove, use a small amount of lube and using 1 
finger in the rectum, tease out the faecal pellets. 

• To be sure samples from the ground are fresh; they should be 
warm and moist.  Old samples will give a false negative result as 
the eggs may have hatched and so won’t be visible under the microscope.  

• You do not need to keep track of who shed the feces, but if you are interested in individual egg counts, you may do 
so. 

SAMPLE SUBMISSION 

Once you have collected the samples in separate Ziploc bags, place them in the Styrofoam boxes, put in the ice-packs, 
and fill in the records.  Deliver the samples to your veterinary clinic while still chilled.  If kept cool, the samples are good 
for a few days but room temperature will allow the eggs to hatch. Forcing as much air as possible out of the Ziploc bag 
and tightly sealing also helps prevent eggs from hatching.  The samples can be processed either by your veterinarian or 
they may be sent to the Animal Health Laboratory, University of Guelph or other laboratories that offer this service 
(Ontario producers) for analysis via courier through your veterinarian.  Although individual samples are collected, request 
that samples be “pooled” for analysis; one pooled result per group of animals (e.g. production group, pasture etc). 

 

Next section is “Appendix 2 Performing a McMaster Fecal Egg Count” 

 

 


