SHEEP CAN HELP MITIGATE

CLIMATE CHANGE

There is a misconception that farming is bad for the environment—it has
been suggested that farmers are partially responsible for deforestation, water

pollution, and stripping soil of vital nutrients. However, farmers and their
livestock contribute to the environment in ways that continuously support
sustainability and biodiversity, which is often overlooked.

Ontario’s sheep farmers, for example, play an integral role in the management
of grasslands (land covered with grass and other low plants suitable for grazing
animals). When sheep graze in pastures, they play a crucial role in improving
soil health, enhancing biodiversity, retaining soil organic matter, and increasing
soil's biological activity. Grazing sheep are moved from pasture to pasture,
giving grasses a rest period to regrow and develop more roots. Their hooves
help mix manure with soil, fertilizing it and building organic matter. This action
opens the soil, seeds it, and allows plant roots to go deeper—all without the
need for tilling or ploughing.

Sequestering carbon is another way that Ontario’s sheep farmers benefit the
environment. Managed correctly, sheep help mitigate degraded soils and restore
healthy ecosystems, which helps lock carbon deep in the ground. Grasslands
can store up to 200 tonnes of carbon per hectare in the roots, grasses, and
shrubs. That is equal to offsetting the carbon emissions of 3.62 million cars per
year! If managed grazing could be implemented worldwide, it could sequester
over 16 gigatons of carbon by 2050.

Sheep farmers in Ontario use innovative grazing techniques, such as
silvopasture, orchard grazing, and grazing solar installations. These multi-use
approaches to land not only provide habitats for pollinators and birds while
building soil carbon, but it also decreases fossil fuel use through a major
reduction in mechanical mowing of these areas.

Another useful benefit that sheep contribute to biodiversity is providing a
habitat for grassland birds. Grasslands are richly biodiverse and are home to
over 1,000 species of animals, pollinators, and other insects. The Ontario Sheep
Farmers work with Bird Ecology and Conservation Ontario to implement
nesting habitats for endangered and threatened species, such as the bobolink
and the eastern meadowlark, on farms, increasing awareness of the value of
agricultural grasslands for wildlife.

Ontario Sheep Farmers are committed to healthy soils and clean water and takes
its responsibility seriously by providing leadership on the Lake Erie Phosphorus Ag
Sector Working Group. This group has brought industry and government together
to provide advice on potential actions by agriculture and government to reduce

phosphorus entering Lake Erie.

It is possible to include lamb in your diet and still care for the environment.
We know we have a responsibility to be part of the solution, and part of that
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